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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EFIS, MX 

SUBJECT: IDB LOAN FOR FISHERIES DEVELOPMENT 
REF: MEXICO 8826 

1. SECRETARY OF INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE (TORRES MANZO) 
RAISED WITH ME YESTERDAY SUBJECT OF IDB LOAN TO MEXICO 
FOR PURCHASE OF TUNA BOATS. HE SAID HE WAS PROCEEDING 
TO WASHINGTON FOR INAGURATION OF MEXICAN-AMERICAN 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE ON DECEMBER 3 AND THAT SINGLE 
ITEM OF BUSINESS HE WISHED TO RAISE WAS QUESTION OF 

US ATTITUDE TOWARDS THIS LOAN WHICH WAS CAUSING 
MEXICAN GOVERNMENT SERIOUS PREOCCUPATION. FOREIGN 
SECRETARY RABASA WHO WAS ALSO PRESENT INDICATED 
STRONG OPPOSITION TO POLITICAL USE OF IDB BY US FOR 
ITS OWN ENDS. HE SAID HE BELIEVED IDB SHOULD NOT 
BE SUBJECT TO POLITICAL PRESSURES OF US PRIVATE 
INTEREST GROUPS. 

2. TORRES MANZO INDICATED HE WOULD SEEK APPOINTMENT 
WITH SECRETARY DENT TO DISCUSS THIS MATTER AND OF COURSE 
WOULD RECEIVE BRIEFING FROM ORTIZ MENA AS TO LATEST STATUS 
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OF MATTER. HE ADDED THAT PRESIDENT ECHEVERRIA HAD NOW 
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BEEN BROUGHT INTO THIS PROBLEM AND WAS DEEPLY INTERESTED 
IN SEEING MEXICO OBTAIN THIS LOAN FROM IDB IN ORDER TO 
EXPAND ITS FISHING FT .RET. HE CONCLUDED REFERRING TO 
ECHEVERRIA' S WELL-KNOWN INTEREST IN MAXIMUM POSSIBLE 
DEVELOPMENT OF MEXICO'S MARITIME RESOURCES. 
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